
How do Satellites Monitor
Air Quality?

Clouds can
impact what
radiation
reaches the
satellite.

Example
radiation
path.

Earth's Surface

The sun provides solar radiation in
the form of ultra-violet (UV) light

which interacts with molecules in
the atmsophere.This satellite is

viewing across
the atmosphere.
This is known as
limb viewing.

This satellite is viewing below
the satellite, down to the
surface. This is known as
nadir viewing.
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Limb viewing

Nadir viewing

Orbit

Satellite

Solar radiation

When the satellite observes radiation across the atmosphere.

When the satellite observes radiation directly below the satellite.

UV radiation produced by the sun.

An object which orbits a planet.

The curved path a satellite takes around the Earth due to gravity.

Earth's Surface
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the form of ultra-violet (UV) light

which interacts with molecules in
the atmsophere.This satellite is
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the atmosphere.
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This satellite is viewing below
the satellite, down to the
surface. This is known as
nadir viewing.
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